
"The disorganized condition of parties in the United States at the present time 

affords a favorable opportunity for a review of the political situation and for 

comment on the issues. As I happen to be the most prominent representation of the 

only unrepresented class in the republic, and perhaps the most practical exponent 

of the principles of equality, I request the favor of being permitted to address the 

public. While others of my sex devoted themselves to a crusade against the laws 

that shackle the women of the country, I asserted my individual independence; 

while others prayed for the good time coming, I worked for it; while others argued 

the equality of woman with man, I proved it by successfully engaging in business; 

while others sought to show that there was no valid reason why women should not 

be treated, socially and politically, as being inferior to man, I boldly entered the 

arena of politics and business and exercised the rights I already possessed. I 

therefore claim the right to speak for the unenfranchised women of the country, and 

believing as I do that prejudices which still exist in the popular mind against 

women in public life will soon disappear, I now announce myself as candidate for 

president. I am well aware that in assuming this position I shall evoke more 

ridicule than enthusiasm at the outset. But this is an epoch of sudden changes and 

startling surprises. What may appear absurd today will assume a serious aspect 

tomorrow."

-Victoria Woodhull, April 2, 1870


